
Academy of Math & Science  
June 2011 Newsletter 

 

Greetings! 
  
As part of our commitment to ongoing communication with parents, students, and the 
community, we are excited to share the latest edition of the Academy of Math & Science's 
electronic newsletter with you. 
  

 

News  

   

AMS Expands! 

Due to a year of exceptional student academic performance and accolades, the Academy 
of Math and Science is experiencing unprecedented increased enrollment for the 2011-
2012 school year. Because of the enrollment increases, we have several great new AMS 
teachers who are excited to start the year with the mission of making the 2011-2012 school 
year the best year yet! 

  
 

   

New Early Release Days 

In order to provide a better education for AMS students, this upcoming school year will have 
seven half days and three full days devoted to AMS staff professional development. During 
these sessions, teachers and staff will participate in training focusing on effective 
instructional strategies with an emphasis on providing rich content and curriculum.  

Please be sure to mark these days on your calendars. 

Half Days: August 26
th
, September 16

th
, November 18

th
, December 21

st
, January 13

th
, 

February 3
rd

, and May 25
th
. 

  
Full Days: October 14

th
, March 9

th
, and April 27

th
.   

  
You may also see the calendar attached under "Events" below which lists all important 
dates for the 2011-2012 school year. 
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Summer Learning Tools 

Attached are summer reading lists and information about using 
Accelerated Reader.  

If you are new to Accelerated Reader, we encourage you to take a 
moment to familiarize yourself with this wonderful program designed for 
students for the purpose of maintaining and enhancing their reading 
skills. Please see the information attached here.  

In addition, we are including a resource of educational websites sorted by 
grade level to encourage summer learning. Please take advantage of these great tools to 
encourage knowledge retention over the summer months. 

Please visit the links below for access to these wonderful learning tools: 

Elementary Summer Reading List 

Middle School Summer Reading List 

Middle School Subject-Specific Summer Reading List 

High School Subject-Specific Summer Reading List 

Educational Websites for Grades K-12 

  
 

   

Academic Summer School Update 

The Academy of Math and Science is offering a summer school program focused on math 
and reading. This fun and engaging program will incorporate music, P.E., and computer 
activities designed to increase the academic performance of all students enrolled in the 
program.  

The program runs for three sessions at only $30 / session. The session dates are listed 
below. 

  

 First session - June 15
th 

through June 28
th
  

 Second session - June 29
th
 through July 13

th
 (There is no school on July 4

th
 in 

observance of Independence Day.)  

 Third session - July 14
th
 through July 27

th
  

  
  
Each day begins at 8:00 a.m. and runs until 1:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.  Students 
must bring their own lunch each day.  Sessions are filling up quickly, so please contact the 
school at (520) 293-2676 as soon as possible to enroll.  The registration form for summer 
school can be found here. 
  
  
  
  
  
  

AMS!  

  

Now 
Enrolli

ng  
for 

2011-
2012! 

If you 
are the 
parent 
of a 
new or 
returnin
g AMS 
student, 
don't 
forget to 
complet
e your 
registrat
ion 
packet 
and 
return it 
to the 
front 
desk as 
soon as 
possible
!  
  
New 
student
s should 
also 
bring in 
a copy 
of their 
birth 
certificat
e and 
vaccinat
ion 
forms. 
  
Due to 
an 
increas
e in 
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AMS Joins Tucson Clean and Beautiful Adopt-
a-Park 

The Academy of Math and Science is pleased to announce 
that we have "adopted" Jacobs Park, home to AMS athletics, in partnership with Tucson 
Clean and Beautiful's (TCB) Adopt-a-Park program. TCB is a model litter cleanup program 
that began in 1984 to address the issue of litter in our community and to improve our 
environment.  AMS students, under the leadership of the Student Council, will have the 
opportunity beginning in September to volunteer their time to remove litter and help Tucson 
to continue to look clean and beautiful.  For more information about Tucson Clean and 
Beautiful, please visit: 
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=5omdc7eab&et=1105906753298&s=257&e=001QbhTVuW0UD
DKkqbw4aCzvGAb3AK3eNq1dstF9fJIcGqUpEa53VqrspbH8k3VQbCcLR1SikWUhyCYAKV
uS8kVQ6R63tH0O6TTSh63LJ0Aq-uaymOmMA8NUHcGgvPowPs7gLkbmhV7KVc=.   

 

   

Summer Box Tops and Labels 

  
Mrs. Todd, a parent volunteer, is asking for parents to please save 
General Mills Box Tops for Education and labels over the Summer 
to turn in at the beginning of the school year to help AMS with the Art, 

P.E., and Music programs and equipment.   

Thank you for keeping your eyes open and your scissors ready to use! 

Teacher Spotlight 

   

In the Eye of the Beholder 

The old expression goes, "Those who can, do; those who can't, teach."  George Bernard 
Shaw's remarks certainly do not apply to Academy of Math and Science art teacher, Ms. 
Tracy Brown.  Ms Brown is an inspiring instructor and artist who has the unique ability to 
help cultivate the artisit within every student. One example of a shining student is 8

th
 grader 

Anabel Nevarez who was a state of Arizona finalist for her work (below) in the Doodle 4 
Google Art Contest. 

 
Not only is Ms. Brown's ability as a teacher revealed by all the student artwork which adorns 
our building, but she is also an accomplished and practicing artist herself.  Her artwork is 
described as "bold, bright...a glimpse beneath the surface.  [Ms] Brown embraces the 

enrollm
ent, 
there is 
a 
waiting 
list for 
many 
grade 
levels. 
Please 
contact 
us with 
any 
questio
ns at  
293-
2676.   

 

 
  

Quick 
Links 

Visit the 
AMS 
Homep
age  
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eccentricities found within her imagery and subject matter and finds beauty in the strangest 
locales."  When not teaching, you can find her creating art in her basement studio located in 
the old warehouse district in downtown Tucson.  AMS is fortunate to have such a 
hardworking, inspiring, accomplished, and "can do" art teacher.  

 
"Giraffe Girl" by Tracy Brown 

  

  

"Art enables us to find ourselves and lose ourselves at the same time" - Thomas Merton 

  

Events  

   

Calendar 

Take a look at the calendar for a list of all 2011-2012 school year important 
dates.  

Other News 

   

Volunteer with AMS! 

  
Volunteering is a great way to give back to AMS students and families! 
   
We actively seek individuals to volunteer at the school to help enhance 

our programs and services.  
   
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Melisa Davis 
at mdavis@amstucson.org, or by calling 293-2676.   
  

 
 

   

With another successful school year past, all of us at AMS are working hard to make the 
following school year even better! If there is anything I can do to assist you or your child, 
please feel free to contact me.  

  
Sincerely,  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=5omdc7eab&et=1105906753298&s=257&e=001QbhTVuW0UDA4HOJu4Ne6pyjcftXwcPpjOtmatQplp-AchcWc4z33ZI7UHrKzAF7jFh1dLIxRMoOWcN0naaeXp4wjwlgoIEhbddydUQrn0FmyLBbpopeC9p-HfS_vEdzXxwPiecqq6ICLx2VgDE-NYGVwJk5zsPdRoVFN7rf4SoSrD-x3u48Q96NU3izYyn4w
mailto:mdavis@amstucson.org


  
Mrs. Potter 
Principal, Academy of Math and Science 
mailto:tpotter@amstucson.org 
(520) 293-2976 
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